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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (previously presented) A closure for rcsealably closing a container, the closure 

comprising: 

a closure body including a top deck, a skirt downwardly depending from a periphery 
of ihe top deck» an elongated orifice formed in the top deck, and a spout extending upwardly 
fiom the top deck substantially coextensive with the orifice, the skiit including Ihreads 
disposed thereon, the elongated oriiice including a length that is greater than its width, the 
oiiiice is spaced apart Bom a longitudinal centerline of the closure; 

a cap incliiding a lid member, a cap sidewall extending downwardly from a periphery 
of the lid member, a spud, and a spout cover extending downwardly fix>m the lid member, an 
interior surface of the spout cover receiving the spout therein, the spout cover interior surfece 
and an exterior sur&ce of the spout forming a sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in 
a closed position thereby forming an outside seal relative to the spout, ihe spud extending 
downwardly from the lid member substantially within the spout cover and spaced apart 
tberefinom, an exterior surface of the spud conucting an interior surface of the spout while the 
closure is in the closed position, the contact between the spud and the interior sur&ce of the 
spom enhances the sealing contact between the spout cover interior surikce and the spout 
exterior surface, the spout cover has a height measured from the lid member that is greater 
than a height of the spud such that a distal edge of the spout cover extends below a distal tip 
of the spud while the closure is in its closed position; and 

a hinge coupled between the body and the c^ for enabling actuation of the cap 
relative to the body between an open position in which the spout cover is disengaged with the 
spout and the closed position in which the spout cover is engaged with the spout, 

whereby the orifice enables dispensing of container contents therethrough while the 
cap is the open position and the spout cover prevents dispensing of the container contents 
white the cap is in the closed position. 

2. (original) The closure of claim 1 further comprising a continuous, annular seal 
extending downwardly from an underside of the deck, whereby the annular seal and the 
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sealing coniact between the spout and the spout cover inhibit vapor infiltration into a head- 
space within the closure. 


3. (canceled) 

(onglnal) The closure of claim 1 wherein the spud is elongate and continuous. 

5. (canceled) 

6, (canceled) 


(currently amended) A closure for resealably closing a container, the closure 

comprising; 

a closure body including a top dedc, a skirt downwardly depending from a periphery 
of the top deck« an elongated orifice formed in the top deck, azui a spout extending inwardly 
from the top deck substantially coextensive with the orifice, the skirt including threads 
disposed thereon, the elongated orifice including a length that is greater than Its width; 

a cap including a lid member, a cap sidewall extending downwardly from a periphery 
of the lid member, a spud, and a spout cover extending downwardly from the hd member, an 
interior sur&ce of the spout cover receiving the spout therein, the spout cover interior surface 
and an exterior surface of the spout fbrxning a sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in 
a closed position thereby forming an otuside seal relative to the spout, the spud extending 
downwardly firtwn the lid member substantially within the spout cover and spaced apart 
therefrom, an exterior surface of the spud contacting an interior surface of the spout while the 
closure is in the closed position, the contact between the spxxd and the interior sur&ce of the 
spout enhances the sealing contact between the spout cover interior surface and the spout 
exterior surface io -e nhanc e d by the contact botwoon (yud and th e cpout the spout cover has a 
height measured firim the Hd member that is greater than a height of the spud such that a 
distal edge of the spout cover extends below a distal tip of the spud while the closure is in its 
closed position, the spout cover includes a spout cover bead extending inwardly from the 
spout cover interior surface, the spout cover bead engaging die spout exterior surface to form 
sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in the closed position; and 
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a hinge coupled between the body and tlie cap for enabling actuation of the cap 
relative lo the body between an open position in which the spout cover is disengaged with the 
spout and the closed position in which the spout cover is engaged with the spoul, 

whereby the orifice enables dispensing of container contents therethrough while the 
cap is the open position and the spout cover prevents dispensing of the container contents 
while the cap is in ^e closed position. 

V 

^ (previously presented) A closure for resealably closing a container, the closure 
comprising: 

a closure body including a top deck, a skirt downwardly depending from a periphery 
of the top deck, an elongated orifice fonned in the top deck, and a spout extending iq»wardly 
fifom the top deck substantially coextensive with the orifice, the skirt including threads 
disposed thereon, the elongated orifice including a length that is greater than its width; 

a cap including a lid member, a w^) sidewall extending downwardly fit)!n a periphery 
of the lid niember, a spud, and a spout cover extending downwardly ftom the lid member, an 
interior surface of the spout cover receiving the spout therein, the spout cover interior surfece 
and an exterior surface of the spout forming a sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in 
a closed position thereby forming an outside sea] relative to the spout, the spud extending 
downwardly fiom the lid member substantially within the spout cover and spaced apart 
thereftDm, an exterior surface of the spud contacting an interior surface of the spout while the 
closure is in the closed position, the contact between the spud and the interior surface of the 
spout enhances the sealing contact between the spom cover interior surface and the spout 
exterior surfisuce, the spout cover has a height measured from the lid member thai is greater 
than a height of the spud such that a distal edge of the spout cover extends below a distal tip 
of the spud while the closure is in its closed position, the spout includes a spout bead 
extending outwardly from the spout exterior surface, the spout bead engaging the spout cover 
interior sur&ce to form sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in the closed position^ 
and 

a hinge couple between the body and the cap for enabling actuation of the cap 
relative to the body between an open position in which the spout cover is disengaged wiA the 
spout and the closed position in which the spout cover is engaged with the spout. 
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whereby the orifice enables dispensing of container contents therethrough while the 
cap is the open position and the spout cover prevents dispensing of the container contents 
while the cap is in the closed posidon. 

^ (previously presented) A closure for resealably closing a container, the closure 
comprising: 

a closure body including a top deck, a akin downwardly dependi ng from a periphery 
of the top deck, an elongated orifice formed in the top deck, and a spout extending upwardly 
fipom the top deck substantially coextensive with the orifice, the skirt including threads 
disposed thereon, the elongated orifice including a length that is greater than its Madth; 

a cap including a lid member, a cap sidewall extending downwardly from a periphery 
of the lid member, a spud, and a spout cover extending downwardly fit>m the lid member, an 
interior surface of the spout cover receiving the ispout therein, the spout cover interior surface 
and an exterior surface of the spout forming a sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in 
a closed position thereby fonning an outside seal relative to the spout, the spud extending 
downwardly from the lid member substantially within the spout cover and spaced qiait 
there£rom« an exterior surEace of the spud contacting an interior surface of the spout while the 
closure is in the closed position, the contact between the spud and the interior siurface of the 
spout enhances the seahng contact between the spout cover interior surface and the spout 
exterior surface, the spout cover has a height measured fiom the lid member that is greater 
than a height of the spud such that a distal edge of the spout cover extends below a distal tip 
of the spud while the closure is in its closed position, the spout cover includes a spout cover 
bead extending inwardly from the spout cover interior surface and a spout bead extending 
ounvardly Irom the spout exterior surface, the spout cover bead engaging the spout exterior 
surface and the spout bead engaging the spout cover interior surface to form sealing contact 
therebenveen while the cap is in the closed^posidon; and 

a hinge coupled between the body and the cap for enabling actuation of the cap 
relative to the body between an open position in which the spout cover is disengaged with the 
spout and the closed position in which the spout cover is engaged with the spout. 
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whereby the orifi ce enables dispensing of container contents therethrough while the 
cap 15 the open position and the spout cover prevents dispensing of the container contents 
while the cap is in the closed position. 

10: (original) The closure of claim p wherein the spout cover bead includes an upper 
surface, a lower surface, and a tip therebetween^ and the spout bead includes an i^per 
surfece, a lower surikce, and a tip therebetween^ the spout cover bead tip contacting the spout 
exterior surface and the spout bead tip contacting the spout cover interior surface while the 
is in the closed position. 

r 

>rr (original) The closure of claim V(( whwein the spout cover bead upper surface 
contacts the spout bead lower surface while the cap is in the closed position such that the 
spout cover is locked onto the spout. 

.P[ ^ 

. (original) The closure of claiin j& wherein the spout is continuous about the 

orlGce. 

(original) The closure of claim 1^ wherein the spout cover is contintxotis about 
the spout while the cap is in the closed position. 

(original) The closure of claim p wherein the spout bead is continuous about the 
spout and the spout cover bead is continuous about the spout cover. 

Jr5. (previously presented) The closure of claim 1 wherein the cap fiinher includes 
a thumb tab extending outwardly from the sidewall. 


(original) The closure of claim 1 wherein the top deck is substantially circular 
and the skiil is substantially cylindrical. 

it 

yr, (currently amended) Tbe closure of claim 1 wherein the hinge includes a flexible 
web including a first end coupled to the skirt and an opposing second end coupled to tbe 
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eevop cap sidewall, the web capable of urging the cap toward either one of did open position 
or the closed position, whereby the hinge is a sn^ action hinge. 

(currently amended) The closure of claim f whoein the body includes an 

annular recess formed at a periphery of the top deck, the annular recess including a seating 
surface, a distal Hp of the sidewall contacting the seating surface upon the spout covcr 
bead engaging the spout cove? bead to fimn sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in 
the closed position. 


(original) The closure of claim 1 wherein the orifice is a slot mcluding 
substantially parallel opposing sides and curved ends therebetween. 


20. (canceled) 

21. (canceled) 

2Z. (previously presented) A container package including; 

a container including a container body, a neck disposed on the container body^ and 

container threads foimed on an exterior surface of the neck; and 

a closure for resealably closing the container, the closure comprising: 

a closure body including a top deck, a skirt downwardly depending £rom a 
periphery of the top deck, an elongated orifice formed in the top deck, and a spout 
extending upwardly from the top deck substantially coextensive with the orifice, die 
skirt including closure threads disposed thereon, the elongated orifice including a 
length that is greater than its width, the orifice is spaced apart firom a longitudinal 
centerline of the closure; 

a cap including a lid member, a c^ sidewall extending downwardly fiom a 
periphery of the ltd member, a spud, and a spout cover extending downwardly from 
the lid member, an interior surface of the spout cover receiving the spout therein, the 
spout cover interior surface and an exterior surface of the spout forming a sealing 
contact therebetween while the cap is in a closed position thereby forming an outside 
seal relative to the spout, the spud extending downwardly fiom the lid member 
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sul)$tazitially within the spout cover and spaced apart therefipom. an exterior sur&ce of 
the spud contacting an interior surface of the spout while the closure is in the closed 
position, the sealing contact between the spout cover interior surface and the spout 
exterior surface is enhanced by the contact between the spud and the spout, the spout 
cover has a height nrieasured from the lid member that is greater than a height of the 
spud such that a distal edge of the spout cover extends below a distal tip of the spud 
while the closure is in its closed position; and 

a hinge coupled between the body and the cap for enabling actuation of the 
cap relative to the body between an open position in which the spout cover is 
disengaged with the spout and the closed position in which the spout cover is engaged 
with the spout, 

whereby the orifice enables dispensing of container contents therethrough 
while the cap is the open position and the spout cover prevents dispensing of the 
container contents while the cap is in the closed position. 


between a rim of the container neck and the closure body and a continuous, annular seal 
extending downwardly from an underside of the deck, the annular seal forming a seal 
between the liner and the closure body. 


seal includes a projection including an angular tip formed thereon that deforms a portion of 
the liner. 

25. (canceled) 




(previously presented) 



ir 



27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (canceled) 
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30. (canceled) 

(previoufily presented) The closure of claim 1 fiirther compiising an other spud 

extending upwardly fiom the top deck substantially around the spout and spaced apart 
therefrom, an intKior sur&ce of the other spud contacting an exterior surface of the spout 
cover while the closure is in the closed position, whereby the sealing contact between the 
^out cover inteiioT sur&ce and the spout exterior surface is enhanced. 

(previously presented) The closure of clainvJl wherein the other spud is 

elongate and continuous. 

(previously presented) The container package of claim 22 farther comprising 
an other spud extending upwardly from the top deck substantially around the spout and 
spaced apart therefrom, an interior surface of the sptid contacting an exterior surface of the 
spout cover while the closure is in the closed position, whereby the sealing contact between 
the spout cover interior surface and the spout exterior surface is enhanced. 

Jik. (previously presented> The container package of clairn^ wherein the other 

spud is elongate and continuous. 


35. 

(canceled) 

36. 

(canceled) 

37. 

(canceled) 

38. 

(canceled) 

39. 

(canceled) 

40. 

(canceled) 

41. 

(canceled) 

42. 

(canceled) 

43. 

(canceled) 

44. 

(canceled) 

46. 

(canceled) 
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47. 
48. 
49. 


(canceled) 
(canceled) 
(canceled) 


< 


(previously presented) The closure of claim 1 wherein the spout cover includes a spout 
cover bead extending inwardly from the spout cover interior surfice» the spout cover bead 
engaging the spout exterior sur&ce to form scaling contact therebetween while the cap is in 
the closed position. 

nP 

(previously presented) The closure of claim 1 wherein the spout includes a spout bead 
extending outwardly irDin the spout exterior sur&ce» the spout bead engaging the spout cover 
interior sur&ceto form sealing contact therebetween while cap is in the closed position. 

JSl. (previously presented) The closure of claim 1 wherem the spout cover includes a spout 
cover bead extending inwardly from the spout cover interior sur&ce and a spout bead 
extending outwardly from the spout exterior surface, the spout cover bead engaging the spout 
exterior surface and the spout bead engaging the spout cover interior surface to form sealing 
contact therebetween while the cap is in the closed position. 

JQ, (previously presented) The closure of claim^l wherein the spout cover bead includes 
an uppo- surface, a lower surface, and a tip therebetween, and the spout bead includes an 
upper surface, a lower surface, and a tip therebetween, the spout cover bead tip contacting the 
spout exterior surface and the spout bead tip contacting the spout cover interior surface while 
die c^ is in the closed position. 


(previously presented) 


The closure of claim S^^herein the spout cover bead upper 


surface contacts the spout bead lower surface while the c^ is in the closed position such that 
the spout cove is locked onto the spout 

y PC 

5^/ (previously presented) The closure of claim^^ wherein the spout is continuous about 


the ori£ce. 
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41 ^ 

56. (previously presented) The closure of tlsimSS wherein the spout cover is continuous 
about the spout while the cap is in the closed position. 

p[ (previously presented) The closure of claim ^ wherein the spout bead is continuous 
about the spout and the spout cover bead is continuous about the spout cover. 


^'^currently j 


amended) The closure of claim 1 wherein the body includes an annular 
recess fbrmed at a periphery of the top deck» the annular recess including a seating surface, a 
distal lip of the cap sidewall contacting the seating surface upon the spout cover bead 
engaging the spout eevef bead to form sealing contact therebetween while the cap is in the 
closed position. 


(previously presented) The closure of clainiyT^uther comprising a continuous, annular 
seal extending downwardly from an underside of the deck, whereby the annular seal and the 
sealing contaotbetween the spout and the spout cover inhibit vapor infiltration into a head- 
space within the closure. 

^0. (previously presented) The closure of claim^ wherein the spud is elongate and 
continuous* 

(previously presented) The closure of claii^^ Rirther comprising an other spud 
extending upwardly from the top deck substantially around the spout and spaced apart 
therefrom, an interior surface of the other spud contacting an exterior surface of the spout 
cover while the closure is in the closed position, whereby the sealing contact between the 
spout cover interior surface and the spout exterior surface is enhanced. 

p2 (previously presented). The closure of claim^^wherein the other spud is elongate aiid 
continuous. 
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^ ■ t 

/o3, Qyrevioxisly presented) The closure of claim/7 wherein the cap fbrther includes a 
thumb tab extending outwardly from the sidewall. 

(previously presented) The closure of claim^wherein the top deck is substantially 
circular and the skirt is substantially cylindrical 

^ ■ 

65. (currently amended) The closure of claim T^herein the hinge includes a flexible 
web including a first end coupled to the skirt and an opposing second end coupled to die 
oovOT caii sidewall, the web capable of urging the cap toward either one of the open position 
or the closed position, whereby the hinge is a snap action hinge. 

(previously presented) The closure of claim ^herein the orifice is a slot including 
substantially parallel opposing sides and curved ends therebetween. 

(previously presented) The closure of claim ^S^xlirther comprising a continuous, annular 
seal extending downwardly from an underside of the deck, whereby the annular seal and the 
sealing contact between the spout and the spout cover inhibit vapor infiltration into a head* 
space within the closure. 

0 < 

previously presented) The closure of claim^wherein the spud is elongate atid 
continuous. 


JB9. (previously presented) The closure of clainjxSiuTther comprising an other spud 
extending upwardly fixim the top deck substantially around the spout and spaced apart 
tharefrom, an interior surface of the other spud contacting an exterior surface of the spout 
cover while the closure is in the closed position, whereby the sealing contact between the 
spout cover interior surface and the spout exterior surfrure is enhanced. 


ft 


^(previoiisly presented). The cIosutb of claim pSf wherein the other spud is elongate and 


connnuous. 
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71. (previously presented) The closure of claim>8 wherein the cap further includes a 
thumb tab extending outwardly firom the sidewoU. 

(previously presented) The closure of claitn^fS^herein the top deck is sul>stantially 
circular and the slcirt is substantially cyiindricaL 

73, (currently amended) The closure of claim^S^herein the hinge includes a flecrible 
web including a first end coupled to the skin and an opposing second end coupled to the 
cover cap aidewall, the web enable of urging the cap toward either one of the open position 
or the closed position, whereby the hinge is a snap action hinge. 

74. (previously presented) The closure of claim^wherem the orifice is a slot including 
substantially parallel opposing sides and curved ends therebetween. 

(previously presented) The closure of clain^fUrther compnsing a continuous, annular 
sea] extending downwardly firom an underside of the deck, whereby the annular seal and the 
sealing contact between the spout and the spout cover inhibit vapor infiltration tmo a head-* 
space within die closure. 


-5 ^ "2/ 

^6. (previously presented) The closure of claim 8 wherein the spud is elongate and 
continuous. 

J7, (previously presented) The closure of claim^furlher comprising an otfier spixd 
extending upwardly from the top deck substantially around the spout and spaced apart 
therefrom, an interior surface of the other spud contacting an exterior surface of the spout 
(x>ver while the closure is in the closed position, whereby the sealing contact between the 
spout cover interior surface and the spout exterior surface is enhanced. 

78* (previously presented). The closure of claimTv wherein the other spud is elongate and 
continuous. 
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(previously presented) The closure of claim/S whe]:eiii the ceq) further includes a 
thumb tab extending outwardly £nom the sidewall. 

ZO. (previously presented) The closure of claim^ wherein the top deck is substantially 
' circular and the skin is substantially cylindrical. 

/^^^ 

Jil . (currently amended) The closure of claim;^ wherein the hinge includes a flexible 
web including a first end coupled to the skirt and an opposing second end coupled to the 

S^m sidewallp the web capable of urging the cap toward either one of the open position 
or the closed position, hereby the hinge is a snap action hinge. 

^^82. (previously presented) The closure of claim ^^^herein the orifice is a slot including 
substantially parallel opposing sides and curv^ ends therebetween. 
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